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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-33 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klosterman 

et al. (US 6078348) in view of Alten et al. (US 5,781 ,246). 

Regarding claim 1 , Klosterman discloses a computerized system for 
managing favorite channels based on user specified theme, the computerized 
system comprising: 

One or more favorite channel lists (Col.7, lines 1 1-28); 

A favorite database for storing one or more favorite channel lists (Col.1 1 , lines 
45-54); 

Klosterman shows the favorite channel lists comprising channels relating to 
the users specified theme (Col.1 1 , lines 1-14), but fails to shows the favorite channel 
lists comprising one or more logical (virtual) channels. 

Alten discloses the favorite channel lists comprising one or more logical 
(virtual) channels relating to the users specified theme (Col.26, lines 34-43) and 
(Col.28, lines 1 1-52). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Klosterman by mapping 
favorite channels listed to corresponding logical (virtual) channels, as taught by 
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Alten, in order to enabling user to conveniently access the broadband services in an 
organized, structured format offered by the selected information service providers. 

Regarding claim 2, Klosterman further discloses an EPG (Fig. 2 a-b) content 
database storing a plurality of events (programs) available on one or more channels 
for a period of time (Col.6, lines 27-33). 

Regarding claim 3, Klosterman and Alten further discloses wherein the user- 
specified theme corresponds to a theme field of the events in an EPG content 
database (Klosterman, Col.7, line 30 - Col.8, line 18) and (Men, Col.27, lines 48- 
52). 

Regarding claim 4, Klosterman further disclose an EPG data service for 
managing the EPG content database, the EPG data service providing functions for 
loading electronic program guide type data from one or more data services (Fig.lB- 
C; Col.3, lines 15 Col.4, lines 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Klosterman and Alten further discloses a favorites service 
providing one or more user interfaces (Klosterman, Col.9, lines 16-67) and a plurality 
of management functions for each one of the favorite channel lists (Klosterman, 
Col.1 1, lines 45-67 and Alten, Fig.8, lines 55-61). 

Regarding claim 6, Klosterman and Alten discloses wherein the management 
functions include at least one function selected from the group of functions 
consisting selecting a favorite event from one of the favorite channel lists 
(Klosterman, Col.7, lines 11-28 and Alten, Col.26, lines 5-13). 
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Regarding claim 7, Klosterman further discloses a channel map service 
(Channel table, Col.8, lines 39-41) for determining a physical channel number and a 
corresponding physical device (Klosterman, Col.12, lines 42-51), but fails to 
discloses a corresponding physical device for each one of the logical channels. 

Alten discloses a corresponding physical device for each one of the logical 
(virtual) channels (Col.27, lines 37-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Klosterman 
by mapping a corresponding physical device (source) for each of the logical 
channels as taught by Alten in order to provide a quick and efficient method for 
scrolling or locating any particular channel or service through the list of available 
channels. 

Regarding claim 8, and 13, see analysis of claim 1 in combination with claims 

5-7. 

Regarding claim 9, 14 and 18 see analysis of claim 7. 

Regarding claim 10, and 15 see analysis of claim 6. 

Regarding claim 11, and 17 see analysis of claim 1. 

Regarding claim 12, Klosterman further discloses an EPG content database 
for storing events available on the one or more channels for a period of time (Col.6, 
lines 27-33). 

Regarding claim 16, see analysis of claim 5. 

Regarding claim 19, see analysis of apparatus claim 1 in combination with 
claim 3. 
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Regarding claims 20, and 21 see analysis of apparatus claim 3. 

Regarding claims 22 and 28, see analysis of claims 2,and 12. 

Regarding claims 23, and 29 Alten further discloses the step of identifying is 
achieved by matching one or more words in an event description from the EPG 
content database to the user specified theme (Col.27, lines 52-62). 

Regarding claim 24, Klosterman discloses a computer comprising a 
processor (Fig. 1c, element 100). 

A plurality of computer instructions executed by the processor for performing 
the steps of identifying one or more channels showing an event of a user specified 
theme and including each one of the channels in a favorite channel list (Col.3, lines 
24-45 and Col.11, lines 1-14). 

Klosterman discloses a computer device, PC/TV, except for a computer 
readable medium. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 

p*Wi<<£ 9.'»\ce_ 

the time the invention was made to Q&tetya computer readable medium-sSjseeMt 
was known in the computer art that a typical computer system includes at least a 
computer readable medium such as floppy or hard drive, in order to store an 
operating system, software applications and data so that the computer could 
operate. 

Regarding claim 25, see analysis of claims 1-6. 
Regarding claims 26 and 27 see analysis of claim 3. 

Regarding claim 30, see analysis of claim 1, and Klosterman further discloses 
wherein the computerized system monitors usage of a plurality of physical channels 
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for a predetermined time and includes the logical channel identifier for the logical 
channels used most frequently in the favorite channel list (Col.11, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 31, Klosterman further discloses wherein the predetermined 



Regarding claim 32, Klosterman further discloses wherein the predetermined 
time is a time slot (stopwatch) (Col. 1 1 , line 48-49). 

Regarding claim 33, see analysis of claims 30-32. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wasilewski (US 5600378) shows a logical and composite channel mapping in an 
MPEG network. 

Yoshinobu et al. (US 5808702) shows a television system. 

Herz et al. (US 5758257) shows a system and method for scheduling broadcast 
of and access to video programs and other data using customer profiles. 

Hendricks et al. (US 5990927) shows an advanced set top terminal for cable 
television delivery systems. 

Matthews et al. (US 5914746) shows virtual channels in subscriber interface 

units. 

Kostreski et al. (US 5734589) shows a digital entertainment terminal with channel 



time is a twenty-four period (24hrs or one day) (Col.6, line 30). 



Conclusion 



mapping. 
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Vaughan et al. (US 5926207) shows channel server functionality. 
Rothmuller (US 5635989) shows a method and apparatus for storing and 
searching a television program guide. 
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